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RNC RESEARCH DIVISION
JARUARY 28, 1972

SENATOR EDUARD M. KEf

DEFENSE SPERIING

Excerpts from "Nationzl Priovities an. the Defense Budget: The Heod
for hcw Realities," Senator Kennody's statoment beTore the Comniitec

on National Priovities of the Democratic Policy Comnittee, February
25, 1970:
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"We should also exawine whe hotk the Navy and Afr Torce are pres

T
p’dnnin to DYQG(UWG teetical afrcraft which use fqr more sophisticated
and expensive equipmont than 13 really nccessory.

"Since the federal budget is being <h 1y cut in so many areas, no aspect

of military expenditures should be free frowm scrutiny.

request Tor the

"I think I have demonstrated that the President’s budg

Department of Defense is net rock bottom. Furither major cuts can and wil

be made perfectly consistently with an enhanced national security.
N

Yoo0if we do not reduce and reallocate military spending, we take the
risk that milliens of our citizens and particularly our young people
will lose faith in their country and the values for which 1t stands."
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KENNEDY - DEFENSE SPENDING
PAGE 2

3 [N ] ) o} - Y oo 4,
Remarks upon Presidert Nixon's proposed 1972 budget, fongres _Record,

Jarwary 29, 19771
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"' NEW YORK TIMES/HANOI LETTERS ON POW'S & TERMINAL DATE - January 1972

W

g

[Text] Honorable Pham Van Dong,_ Foreign MinistrQJ Hanoi*

L yh"’,

"In vieu of the conrlicting accoun s we haVc ‘had recently [on the] negot1ating position:;

of your goverrment ind PRG on ways ° -0 end the Indochina war, we invite your answers ;'-ﬂ"

%o the rollowing questions because we helicve they can clar;fy the situation.

1-+If the United States sets a firm traop withdrawal date would you agrce to theyV
release of American prisoners in your controlv_ i - ;

2—-Wou1d you negotlate on militarw vith rawal and the releasé of prisoners completely‘
separate frow questions pertaining to the polftical future of Vietnam’ : . : '

3..Vhich of the following wust be wholly withdrawn or halted to obtain the release L
of all American prisoners 1n your contr019
/ American ground troops in SOuth Vietnam.-": S R B
: / Anerican transpert and logistic air support to South Vietnamese forces,
; ) .3/, American bombing in North Vietnam, : :
{4/ MAmerican air reconnaissance in North Vietnam,
5/ Azmesrican bombing in South Vietnam. ; o . -
6/ American bombing in Laos and Canbodia ) e f . ot
7/ American airbases in Southeast Asia outside Indochina, L
: 8/ Aperican military sdvisory activities in South Vietnsnm,
) 9/ ‘American military aid shipments to”3outh Vietnam,
10/ Anerican economic aid to South Vietnam.

AL

-

u—-Are thers any additional conditions for the release of all American prisoners? , o

- CeTa s

S=-Assuming an agrenment is possible-under the terms of Qﬁbstiou 3, how soon could ’

disensagements7 i ¢f7f‘ S ST

- i 7
6--“ould the elements of such an agreement‘baﬁsep&rate°
“” released before others in exchange for some acts of disenvagement? ﬁ
7~-What in concrete te“rs 15 th- meaning of your demanﬁ that the United States withdraw
aall ‘political support from the present Saigon governmﬂnt? How,pould such a withdrawal
be acted upon? o ﬂv_ e e e B ’ : L

8--Quite apart rrom negotiations ro. withdrawal and pridoner release, under what
‘conditions would you agree o a larger 1nternational peace conrerence on all Indochina°
WYho should attend? At what stage could_such n-gotiatio q‘prove prorltable? [

* all . prisoners be releascd and how much time would be avzixable to arrange the American
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HANOI'S REJECTION OF NEW YORK TIMES QUESTIONS & PROPOSAIS,:_’

Hanoi VNA in French to VNA E gjﬂ 135Q QMI ]5 1 n 12 I?-

i 7 s
[Rep1y by 150 Dien hcad of DRV Forﬂign Miniutry's Irfornauion and Press Department to
AN, ?oaeutha ls nessage to Phan vVan DOngJ‘*\lf_\'”, Ceran e

[mcxt]"hr LW h. ROb“nthdl marﬂginp editor or *ho New York TIhno:

i - s ¥ e o T e : o
Rt Vi [ A e . R ) L

Dear sir-” COnccrning your queutions addressed to Premier ?ham Van Dong, I an
authorized to draw your attention to the rollowing points-

u-The rundamental problem is the cessation of the U.S. war of aggression in Vietnan
“and the restoration of peace in vietnam with respect for the basic national rights of
the Vietnamese people, Therefrom, the. aspiration of the Vietnamese people for a jeace
in independence and freedom will be satisfied, as well as the wish of the Americaa
people who are demanding the extrication of their country from the current quagmi-e

in Vietnam and the repatriation of ‘a1l their sons engaged in the ranks of the v, s
expeditionary corps in Vietnam, - including the U.S8, militarymen captured in

Vietnam. N

-=-At present forced to carry out a gradual withdrawal of .5, troops, President Nixon
has not, hovever, resigned himself in putting an end to his war of aggression, o
-Implementing his Vietnamization policy, he intends to pursue it through the Nguyen
Van Thieu elique and the Saigon puppet ammy, which the United States has provided
with colossal aid and massive participation of the U.S. Air FYorce and Navy in ccmbat.

-=By simultaneously raising the issue of prisoners of war and that of U.S. troop-
withdrawal, without renouncing all commitment to and support for the Nguyen Van Thieu
puppet administration, President Nixen does not aim at bringing a solution to’ the above-
rentioned fundamental problem, but simply at placating”the legitimate demands ‘of the "
. - Amerigan people, .In fact, he airs at cvading the présstuid of U.8, and world public
:V”opinior with'a view to prolonging and extending the war 1n Indochina. &=

A

¥ ; I b i
-~00ncern1ng the solution to the Vietnamese problem, the DRV Governnent approves of and.

- fully supports the 'seven points’ put forward on 1 July 1971 by the PRGRSV.
C o find in this the answer to the quest;ons which you raised 1n your telegram.u

" In rerusing to conply with these seven points, the Nixon administration has fw FUR TR P
turned away from the path leading to a correct solution of the Vietnam prr.ﬂalcm,‘t B
' rejccting at the same time the opportunity to bring home last Christmas a1l U S(” el

i
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By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
: 'Spécial to The New York Times

- North_Vietnam has reiterated,
" in a ‘message to The New York
.. ..77iTel. Times,” its apparent’ position
S that Ametican prisoners will

not be released until the Nixon .

Administration- agrees both to
_ withdraw all its forces from
A NE ¢ ..o = South Vietnam and to end its
A Tt w7 s support - of the Government - of
KRR ‘ .. 7e7st president Nguyen' Van Thiew
IR : R The statement was virtually]

" identical to comments made by]. "

" spokesmen for Hanoi in recent
‘ weeks and to declarations in

managing editor of The Times,
in reply to eight questions
cabled by Mr. Rosenthal to
. Premier Pham Van Dong of
e R North Vietnam on Jan, 4. .
‘o «isog-oto The  Times . had sought

s clarification of Hanoi's nego-
. tiating ‘position, specifically
whether the prisoners would be
_released in return for a firm
- withdrawal date, Critics of the;
<, Administration’s” policy believe
© . the setting of such .a date

. the prisoners. The Administra-
tion has maintained that Hanoi| .
also wants Washington to end
jts support of the Saigon Gov-
ernment as part of a seven-
point “all or nothing” nego-i-
tiating position. .+ e o

Nixon’s Statement -

In a television interview on;.
Jan. 2, Mr. Nixon said that the
possibility of a total troop with-
drawal in exchange for the re-
Jease of the prisoners had been
discussed with the North Viet-
i namese at the Paris peace talks
i . but that Hanoi had “totally re-
: : jected” such an approach. '
; . Senator George McGovern,
Democrat. .of South Dakota,|.
charged next day that Mr. Nixon}®
had deceived the public. “Mr.
McGovern, 'who met with North!:
Victnamese officials .in Paris

-

+. . ,Hanoi will recognize an an-i-
- nouncement of firm withdrawal’
date as representing an end of
support for Saigon and will re-
" lease the nearly 400 prisoners.
The Times in its cable asked,

s T counts™ abont Hanol's position,
e B “if the United States set a firm

you agree to the release of
American prisohiers in your con.
trol?” s i,

i d A
" Mr.. Dong:. was - also asked:
*Would

"'lease of prisoners completely:

WASHINGTON, Jan, 20 ~— .=

the news media. It was sent} .
last Sunday to A. M. Rosenthal} -~

would result in the release of]. ..

Jast summer, has insisted that! il

.,P

“in view of the conflicting ac-. . .

-troop withdrawal. date, would .

you negotiate .on mil-fro
“-ary withdrawals and -the re- " .

" engage from the war and to

)

* There were aiso sucn * ques-
tions as. what constituted an!
Ametican withdrawal and what .-

- constituted the end of political .

support of Saigon. g v

questions, the North Vietnam-: :
-ese spokesman in Paris, Xuan

Thuy, said publicly that if the :,
United States wanted to dis<

repatriate its prisoners, it should ...
“give up aggression, stop the
Vietnamization of the war, pull
out from South Vietnam all the
troops,” stop backing - the
Nguyen Van Thieu bellicose
puppet group.” .~ I

Mr. Thuy's remarks were
printed on the front page of.
The Times on Jan. 7.

Hanoi’'s answer, signed by
|Ngo Dien, director of the Press
and Information Department,
was sent to The Times through
the Narth Vietnamese mission
_in Paris on Jan. 15. Without

answering any of Mr. Rosen-
thal’s ‘questions ~directly, Mr.
Dien repeated Hanoi's attack
on the Nixon Administration.

“At the present time, placed
in the obligation of carrying out
a gradual withdrawal of United

States troops, President Nixon
has.’nonetheless not resigned):
himself -to putting an end to
his war of aggression,” he said.
“putting into effect his policy
of Vietnamization, he means to
continue it through the inter-
mediary of the clique of
Nguyen Van Thieu.”

Mr. Diem added that “by
raising at the same time the
‘prisoners’ question and the
withdrawa!l _ of United- States
troops without renouncing all
engagement and gupfort in
tavor of the Nguyen Van Thien -
puppet clique, President Nixon

“to ‘the aforementioned funda-’

allay the legitimate demands of =
the American people™ © * -~

VU.S. Summarizes Exchange

On Monday -Mr. . Rosenthal i

‘thanked Mr. Dien by cable for
his reply but said that The
Times, after much considera-
tion, had decided not to pub-
lish the material “since jts con-

ernment and " subsequently

‘Iprinted. by The New York:
Times e Syt ;

“The. “Times decided to report
on the exchange after it learned

ment had obtained Hanol's reply.”
to ‘the paper as well as the
|paper's questions and.that

&

. On Jan. B, before The Times I
" had received a. reply to its

. ‘tent is identical to previous:!
_ Statements made by your Gov—_‘i%

‘Hanoi’s Cable to' Times Cites Peace Aim

" brief summary of the exchange

was included in a weekly report

Adistributed for Government use . °

L

. thal'’s communication 'to ..Mr.

.F

-+ Heyward Isham,

2ims not to.bring a solution
" Jquently

- -mental problem, but simply to [ "~

that the United States Govern-! , -

“:w X i

- The

isaid: - o bl

' THE NEW YORK

i

by the Foreign Broadcast In--
forfnation. Service,:a bureau of
the Central Intelligence Agency.:
The teport is made available to
newsmen covering the State

Department. . SEET B

namese Communist media had '
so far not mentioned Mr. Rosen-

e
o

o Tk

Dong. " © i

“The deerhfﬁ%pt "’sijmirnaxyj

“The Vietnamese news agen-
cy’s servicé-channel to Paris on
the 15th carried Rosenthal's
questions along with a message
from Ngo Dien. Ignoring Rosen-
thal’s specific questions, Dien
implied that Point I, on United
States withdrawal and prisoner
release, could not be separated
from Point II, on a political
settlement in South Vigtnam."
. \ IR

U.S. Lists Missiﬁg Men '

PARIS, Jan. 20 (Reuters)—
The United States today . pre-
sented to the Hanoi delegation
to the Vietnam peace talks a
list of 14 American pilots shot
down over North Vietnam and
‘asked why they. were mot on
the North Vietnamese list of
‘United States prisoners of war,,
the deputy;
‘american delegate, told the;
North Vietnamese that all 14:
airmen were “known to have
peen alive on the ground in
North Vietnam, or were at one
time actually identified by you
as having been. captured.”
Just over a year Hg0 thel
Notth Vietnamese published a
list of 339 captured American
“|servicemen, saying the list was
{*complete and final.”. The Unit-
ed Siates delegation has fre-

L

ment and said that many more
United States  ‘militery ' men
were miqﬁng.fm; e .

P

e

S el

report said that the Viet- . .-

challenged ‘that state-|.-
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1 ‘,Perpeiuaimg the Deceptlon yon the POW Issue .

A cruel deceptlon is being
perpetuated by heedless men =~
that all President Nixon need = -
do to secure the release of .

i R risoners of war held in North
Sedes et -0 Vietnam is to declare a specif- o
o P ie date forcompletewithdraw— y
‘ Ty v e gl of all American forces,

The depth of this decephon_f,n
is emphasized in a response to "
questions submitted to the Ha<
noi government by the New -

York Times which the newspa-

per decided not to publish The
reasons leachng to this deci.
sion are curious. - -
. On Page 10 “of its Fnday
edition under a headline say-
ing “Hanoi’s Cable to Times

Cites Peace Aim,” the Times Txon _sdministration’s

gave this main reason for not cmrth Vietnam bas -
publishing Hanol’s response to flatly turned do

own a prisoner
~the questions submitted by its
managing editor: reléase 1 exchange for a firm

withdrawal date.” Sen, George

The response was no differ- ~McCovern, a candidate for

- ent than previous positions resident, has, in effect, called -

. stated at the Paris peace nego-- %mm a liar tor makmg that .
tiations by Hanoi's representa- claim. ‘

tives and published at the time - _ Aside from revealmg the -

in the Times. hazards of a newspaper trying
., This excuse for Bot publish- to conduct, or at least influ-

ing Hanoi’s response can be ence, fomgn affairs, the inci-

questioned for several rea- .
- sons. First, the cable was an dent "of this unpubhshed doci:

official statement direct from -
. Hanoi and not filtered through

the North Vietnamese delega- ! seftle for the humiliation of
tion in Paris. Second, the {the Uniled &lales, complee
" Times, in ap interview earlier renunciation_of ihe te Thieu gov-

Nor, 1t was mdicated would ,
the ' Times have done this
much had it not been for the
fact that the foreign broadcast
information service of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency had
"published in its weekly report
the substance of the exchange

toring Hanoi’s public commu-:,
nications. The exchange be-

known to reporters covenng

. the State Department, .
Furthermore, -a good many
readers wonld conclude that
the Hanol nge confirmed
onif _any_shadow_of_doubt -

lernmen will setfle Tor.

i
i

with the head of the Commu- eramnent, end an_end o all
' supporf for the e Jected govern-
nist delegation, had spread the N et of Seuth Vietsam. Then

impression that releasing pris-
oners of war could be separat-
ed from other issues at the
Paris conference.
.. And, thxg:g]t hthe lga]x;gdrg e
sponse  mi] ave he
L ~¢ 0 elear the minds of those who
S cultivate ' the ' deception that
‘ the prisoner of ‘war question
L . can be separated from North '
‘ \ Vietnam’s insistence that all ~
: troops must be withdrawn, all
support to the Thieu govern- -
ment be withdrawn and the
- policy of Vietnamiaztion be
T ... . shandoned.” The Times has of-
Pt ten bhshed aﬁ makes ] .
‘ : 1 ; blishing, im- - .
- e %anf puBIi documents It
\ . confmed itself m this case to-
_'gf%mm merely a summary-
| & exclusive statemenlit
‘received ‘from " Hanol, and did
not relate this response to the -
questions it: had asked except *
... .to say that mnehadbeenan-
ered directly. - \

—~ maybe - it will release

i

" “ut it gid not do so. ;
McGovern, and more ‘recent-
ly Sen. Mike Mansfxeld, pers1st

ple. Just announce a complete

ferpret that as letting the
Thieu government go down the
drain :and promptly release
_ the prisoners. The war will
then be over. ' Can
Hanoi’s ‘cable makes it ‘a
ot clearer; President ‘Nixon
_must pull totally out :0f Viet-
" nam, stop backing the Nguyen
“Van Thied bellicose tligué and
conform 1o ell seven points of
Hanoi’s peace proposal, which
: would accomphsh the ‘coms-
lete humiliation of Nixon in

" evision interview, to open ihe
. door a little wider By intimat

in its regular function of moni- -

tween  Hanoi and the Times
' managing editor thus became -

" Nixon tr'ied, in' his recent tel

ing that the last fyoops would -
be withdrawn when the prxsonﬁ -
ers had been released, or con- jiin:
currently. That little crack in
the door might have widened
to permit a view of compro--~
mises on -both-Hanoi’s upal-

tered seven points and Nixon’s -+
commitment to Vietnamiza-- .

~ tion end to the Thieu govern- -

ment.

“But the door was slammed - -
shut by Handi with 4 resound-
inf whack Ioud enough, cer-
fainly, to be heard by all who .
pursue thé simplification of..
_prisoner repatriation in ex- .

change for setting a Tinal and +-
tél‘_r‘"'thd"’ "'"“I'dé"rfé’""'—

THE EVENING STAR

- 1,

ment from Hanoi nails down .-
hard what the Commums_fg‘%vl{ _» :

American prisoners of war. -~
The Times could bave. ..

glaced these facts in highre-zx,.
ief by pubhshmg its questions * o

and Hanoi's cabled respouse, T

g S SRt

in the notion that it is all sim-

withdrawal and Hanoi will in- -,

attempt to achieve con-

Washington, D, C., Monday, lanuary 24, 1572

U

AN
T

——
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. 1/72
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH VIETNAM
AND CHRONOLOGY OF ELECTIONS - - 1965-1971

South Vietnam's Elections

Even in the midst of war South Vietnam has made considerable
progress in its political evolution since the election of a Constitutional
Assembly in 1966 and since the first national election of a-President
and National Assembly in 1967,

A series of elections at all levels of Vietnamese society during the past
five years has beenatively contested by a large number of candidates

and parties. This is encouraging because self-determination is not
simply a single election or a single man, but a process of nation-building
which takes time to take #oot and to flourish, especially so in time of war.

The fact that in the recent Presidential race two of President Thieu's.
-major opponents chose to withdraw from the race is regrettable,
However, they were eligible to run and they withdrew voluntarily.

They themselves chose not to campaign for office. In the resulting
referendum, 87% of the eligible voters participated and President Thieu
and his respected Buddhist running mate, Tran Van Huong, received
94% of the votes cast, . ‘

The fact that the constitutional process has taken root in Vietnam at
the national level can be geen in the recent elections for one-half of
South Vietnam's Senate and elections for the Lower House, -

~- In the Senate elections of August 1970, sixteen slates competed,
with opposition Buddhists winning the most votes among the three
winning slates, -

-- In the House elections of August 1971, 1, 200 candidates

representing some 12 major political parties.and groups contended

for the 159 seats, and the opposition Buddhists won the most seats.
In Vietnam what happens in the countryside is as important, and may
be more so, than what happens in the capital. And in South Vietnam's
countryside, elections have been held in over 95% of the nation's
villages for local chiefs and councils, These local officials are in
charge of local government, local development assistance and local
defense, | '

The Communist Pattern

South Vietnam's pattern of competitive parties and elections and local
self-government contrasts sharply with the monopolistic system
imposed in Stalinist North Vietnam. There the Communist Party



under their control,
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monopolizes all aSpelcts of political, economic and cultural life, From
central to local levels the Party's apparatus totally censors any

_ diversity or opposition. The nine old ideologues on the Party's Polit-

buro have brutally imposed their reactionary system on the people of
North Vietnam and they have never risked the test of competitive
elections, rival political parties, open press or criticism in any area

The South Vietnamese, including many who were able to eicape from-
the Hanoi regime, know this history of Communist rule in Vietnam.

They know how Ho's Communist Party wiped out its six coalition part-
ners in the brief coalition experiment of 1945 -1946, " They know how
the Communists couped and then monopolized the anti-French front,
They know how the Stalinists imposed their ‘"'peoples’ dictatorship' and
'"collectivization' in North Vietnam after 1954, They know how Hanoi's
army and the cadre of its southern front gave a preview of Communist
control when they abducted and/or murdered over 5,000 civilians on
their'blood debts" list in the city of Hue during the Tet offensive of 1968.

Perspective

In South Vietnam the Communists have continuously announced their
intent to smash any elections and to murder those who run for office, "

In spite of such Communist threats, however, candidate and voter
participation has generally been exceptionally high in the series of ~
national and local elections held in South Vietnam since 1965, The
Communists, who have never risked the test of any political competition,
must now face the problem that they have become something of a political
anachronism in South Vietnam. l

Many anti- Vietnam critics tend to measure South Vietnam by some -
ideal standard, They tend to forget that-the Sodth Vietnamese are under
the pressure of a war imposed by North Vietnam's armies, that the
Marxist- Leninist alternative proposed by Hanoi and its Front is a totally
Stalinist one, and that there has been substantial political progress in
South Vietnam. They tend to forget that under the pressure of war,
Britain during World War II did not hold elections of any kind, or that
during the U. 8. Civil War Presidént Lincoln found it necessary to

- suspend the right of Habeas Corpus. L

A fair perspective is essential, At this important moment in South

Vietnam's history when the Vietnamese are assuming more and more

of the burden of their own defense, the Government of Vietnam proved

able to hold national elections and to win a vote of _‘_confidence. The

national Parliament and Vietnam's 20 majar political parties and 50 newspapers,
while feflecting a wide-range of opinion and opposition, can be expected

to continue on the path of growing participation in Vietnam's political
development.
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CHRONOLOGY QF ELECTIONS IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM SINCE 1965

o

§ e b IR

_ May 30, 1965 -- Province Level Elections. These elections were conducted
throughout South Viet Nam for provincial and municipal councils, Govern-
ment of Viet Nam officials and ARVN personnel were prohibited from run-
ning. Throughout South Viet Nam, 1, 000 candidates contested 471 seats. Of
the 4. 7 million registered voters, 3,5 million, or 74% cast ballots. To make
voting easier for those who read with difficulty, each candidate chose an
identifying symbol to emblazon on his campaign posters. The major organ-
ized labor confederation elected 13 of its 16 candidates., In the central prov-
ince 5 candidates associated with Buddhist organizations made strong, show-
ings. Foreign press observers termed the elections the most honest Vlet

~Nam had ever had up to that time: - . N

éssemblx 'brought out some 4, 3 million voters, representmg 80, 8
‘per cent of the registered electorate and over 55 per cent of the
estimated population of voting age, despite a major Viet Cong effort
to disrupt the elections.

September 27, 1966 -- The Constituent Assembly convened and prepared
+a democratic Constitution which was promulgated on April 1, 1967.
Constitution provides for a modified presidentizl system, a bicameral
legislature, an independent judiciary, a basic bill of rights for citizens,
March-June 1967 -« The first round of village and hamlet elections

held. These elections were bitterly opposed by the Communists, who
killed six and kidnapped 18 candidates, killed 15 and kidnapped 38 voters,
in 555 terrorist incidents, Despite Viet Cong attempts to frustrate the
elections, 2,511,543 voters (77. 6 per cent of those regmtered) elected
officials in 984 v111ages and 4, 600 hamlets, . . -~ s

- o+ A

4

September 3, 1967 -- Election o.f Pres1dent Nguyen Van Thieu, Vice

Pres1dent_Nguyen Cao Ky, and 60 members of the Upper House of the
National Assembly, There were 8, 824 polling stations in the 50

provinces and municipalities of Vietnam. Out of the 5,853,.251 registered
voters, 83.3% went to the polls., There were 11 candidates for the
Presidency and 480 candidates for the 60 Senate seats. Theé Thieu-Ky
slate received 34, 8% of the vote, twice as much as the next closest .
slate which received 17.2%. Eighty percent of the votes went to candidates
who advocated no compromise with the Viet Cong. In addition to 116 official
observers, more than 600 foreign correspondents, cameramen, and TV
crews, representing the world's major news services,overwhelmingly con-
cluded that the Government of South Viet Nam had made every attempt to
hold an open election, that voting officials had demonstrated a high level
of efficiency, and that the elestions themselves.were free and fair by any
reasonable standards,

%
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Qctober 22, 1967 -- Election of a 137-member Lower House with
representation based on population and including deputies from
minority groups., Seventy three percent of the registered voters of
South Vietnam selected 135 men and two women for the Lower House
membership widely representative of both national and local political
-interests. The major religious groups were widely represented w1th
about 65 Buddhists, some 35 Catholics, and the remainder split
among the various other religious groups: Hoa Hao, Cao Dai,
Confucianists, and others. -

T .. .

October 31, 1967 -- Inauguratlon of President Nguyen Van Thleu and
Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky, Several of the defeated Presidential
candidates took positions in the national government, y

L)
-

March 1969 -- Village and hamlet elections took place in more than

3, 600 communities throughout South Vietnam on four successive
Sundays in March., Over one million meén and women, representing
nearly 90% of the eligible electorate, went to the polls and elected

T, 741 leaders -- village council members, hamlet chiefs, and deputy
hamlet chiefs.

June 1969 -- Almost 90% of the eligible voters turned out to choose

1, 121 hamlet chiefs and 1, 092 village council members in rural elections
held on the first four Sundays in June, It was the second phase of the
Government's program to hold country-wide rural elections before the
end of 1969. Combined with previous election results, these June
elections brought fully-elected councils to 1, 891 of Vietnam's 2,130
villages and locally-elected chiefs to 8, 776 of its 10, 775 hamlets

July 11, 1969 -- President Thieu proposed elections in which "all political

parties and groups, including the 'NLF'... can participate...if they- -
renounce violence and pledge themselves te accept the results of the
elections." To provide special guarantees to #nsuré fairness, he
proposed the establishment of an electoral commission with NLF
participation, and an international supervisory body -- in his six-point
proposal for a political settlement of the war in Vietnam.

- -

March, April and Ma.y 1970 -- Vlllage Council electmns By early
1970 council elections had been held in more than 2, 000 of the 2,300
villages of South Vietnam, In March 1970 the three-year terms of -
the councils elected in March 1967 expired and by May 1970 more than
900 second round elections had been conducted., Elections will
continue over the next three years as the three-year terms of the
councils expire. Voting percentages averaged about 85 percent of the
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registered voters, versus 78 percent for 1967. There was a major
“-turnover in village council membership, averaging around 50 per-

cent. A significant percentage of those elected were local officials,
 Regional and Popular Force and Revolutionary Development personnel.

June 28, 1970 - - Province/Municipal elections. Elections were held
for city councils in the cities of Saigion, Vung Tau, Dalat, Cam Ranh,

Hue and Danang ‘and provincial councils in each of the 44 provinces.

Seventy-three percent of those eligible cast ballots. Increasing interest

~as demonstrated in these elections by @olitica.l parties and religious

associations, but most candidates ran without publicizing pai'ty_ affiliations.

August 30, 1970 - - Upper -House Elections., Sixteen. slates of ten men
each contested for the thirty seats up for re- election in South Vietnam's
Senate. The leading ticket in the balloting was the Buddhist slate.

(The opposition Buddhists had boycotted the 1967 elections. ) The second
winning slate was a ticket generally in_support of the present South
Vietnamese administration and its policies, and the third leading slate
was an Independent Opposition slate. More than 65% of the eligible voters:
of the country participated in the voting. Representatives of the 13

losing slates described the elections as the most honest they had ever
experienced. -

August 29, 1971 - - Lower House Elections. 1,242 candidates competed
for the 159 seats ( 7 added) in South.Vietnam's Lower House.
Preliminary assessments indicate that approximatély'53% of the

newly- elected deputies might be considered pro-government, 37%
oppositionist, and 10% independent. - Of the 119 incumbents seeking
re-election only 41 were successful and 16 seats were reserved for
representatives of ethnic minority groups in constituencies where they
are most numerous. More than 78%-of the eligible voters of the -
country participated in the voting which was the.culmination of a hotly
contested campaign in every locality throughout-the countr;r.

-

October 3, 1971 -- Presidential and Vice Presidéntial Elections

In an election in which 87% of the eligible voters participated, Pre sident
Nguyen Van Thieu and his Vice Presidential running-mate, the respected
southern Buddhist leader, Tran Van Houng, received 949, of the votes cast.
With the two major contenders, Generals Minh and Ky, choosing to with-
draw from the Presidential race, President Thieu decided to hold a
referendum or vote of confidence in his policies. The voters thus could
either vote for the Thieu/Huong slate or they could express a negative
view by boycotting the elections or defacing their ballots. The high
turnout and high rate of support for the Thieu/Huong ticket, as well as
the active post-electoral participation of the opposition Buddhists and a
variety of other groups in South Vietnam's newly elected Lower House and

Senate, were generally viewed as reflecting increasing political stability
in Vietnam, ' |
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SENATOR EDMUND MUSKIE

VIETNAM BOMBING

"It is a risk of a wider war if the trend continues, maybe something
. more horrible.” x

Detroit, Michigan
April 15,.1972

THE
PRESENT

The renewed bombing in North Vietnam has prompted a pessimistic
Muskie to lash out at the Administration's policy. On ABC-TV's

Issues and Answers, Muskie called the bombing a "shocking confession
of tfailure" and added that it was a "dangerous" and "reckless" policy.

Muskie also said that other nations would be alienated by the thought
of "the world's greatest military power...sending these waves of
bombers over a little Asian country dropping enormous bombs..."
(April 16, 1972)

On April 17, Muskie pledged that if he were elected President, he
would stop the bombing and withdraw all forces within 60 days of his
inauguration.

THE

PAST

Sen. Muskie's present position is well defined, but a question still
remains - where was he when the LBJ administration was conducting
daily bombing raids over North Vietnam? The answer is that Muskie
was in the Johnson camp -- one of the strongest supporters of that
Administration's Vietnam policy.

A look at the record throws into doubt the credibility of the Senator's
present remarks:

1965

In a speech to Democratic members of the Maine legislature Muskie

said the policy of applying the pressure of an air attack was justified
by Hanoi's sensitivity "about the vulnerability of its rather
rudimentary industrial complex.”

Portland Press Herald
February 19, 1965
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. 1966

"But let us ... press forward in a way that will convince the enemy
we mean what we say."

“If we mean what I think we mean - to convince our advisery that a
continuation of the war is unacceptable in his own interests - then
let us do so in a way that will make our policy and our national will
clear and credible to him...only when he is no Tonger in doubt on
this point will he begin to doubt the wisdom of his present course."

Speech . .

AlTied Jewish Appeal
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
[February 28, 1966

1967

In March, 1967, Muskie inserted an article into the Congressional
Record written by Swiss editor Eric Mettler. Muskie singled out
this paragraph from the Mettler article for special notice as to
the success of the bombing raids: |
"The bombing has seriously checked production, distribution and
supplies. Hundreds of thousands of men are required to make

only the most urgent repairs on all that is destroyed daily."

Congressional Record
March 22, 1967

1968

During the 1968 elections, Muskie cautioned against rushing into
a bombing halt. ' |

In Indianapolis Muskie was asked whether stopbing the bombing would
not "play into the hands of the Communists?" Muskie responded:

“That's exactly what I meant when I said we must have a meaningful
movement toward peace before the bombing halt is used."

New York Times
September 10, 1968

At the University of Kansas Muskie said he "would be willing to Tean
in the direction of taking the risk "of a bombing halt if it would
move the U.S. to the end of the fighting and a political settlement
of the war."

Washington Post
September 271, 71968

Later in the campaign Muskie confessed.

"I'm sure of only one thing, that the bombing halt of March 31
did not achieve what we hoped it would do...
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"I think all of us felt that the 90 per cent halt was a substantial
recognition of the proposition that we made, that we were hopeful
it would have the result we felt it might. Well it did not."

Baltimore Sun
October 5, 1968




nA L

No Objection To Declassification in Full 201 1/04/28 : LOC-HAK-242-6-1-5="

WEERLY ENGLISH EDITION

oA

B-52s over Haiphong: Mr Kissinger
needed all the cynicism and Machi-
avellianism for which he is noted to
think that one up and to persuade
President Nixon to undertake some-
thing from which even that master of
escalation Lyndon Johnson shrank.

The President’'s Security Adviser
has never made a secret of his phil-
osophy. In his view, there can be no
set-piece situation in dealing with
Communists. 1t is not a matter of
rolling them back, or blocking them
— at least, not systematically. But
America’s master-strategists should
not hesitate to exploit every favour-
able situation, and even to ‘‘punish”
the adversary for his mistakes.

Hasn't Mr Kissinger suggested, for
example, in his analysis of the Korean
War, that America should have capit-
alised on its strong position to roll
the North Koreans back and lay
down a different demarcation line
from that of 1960? Moral considera-
tions, of course, have little to do with
this doctrine, at least not as such.

They are rather an overall steadegic o

“element Tn that they can mobilise
public opinion and hamper the action
of the leaders in a democratic
system.

Position of strength

Mr Kissinger and his Special Action
Group must have made a similar
calculation in reference to Haiphong,
That it has never before been bombed
this way does not mean that it
shouldn’t be done now. It's not
because Mr Nixon will be going to
Moscow in less than a month that he
should show meoderation. On the con-
trary, the new situation strengthens
Mr Nixon’s hand in his dealings with
the Russians. With these people, the
approach from a position of strength
is the only way to obtain fruitful
discussions.

The effect of surprise, and even
more the sight of a cold determina-
tion, has not only the advantage of
disarming the opponent, but  of
reversing roles, for until now these
qualities were a Communist preroga-
tive. Better to do without a summit
altogether than arrange one between
the usual unmitigated “tough” and
a “softic."”

The question now is whether the
plan will succeed: il not with the
North Vietnamese, for whom Mr
Nixon and Mr Kissinger quite clearly
don’t give a hoot, at least with Mr
Brezhnev, without whose material the
conflict would not be what it is, and
which America today regards as the
principal cause of its troubles,

Several factors must have been
deemed favourable by the Special
Action GGroup:

1. The South Vietnamese would not
be able to procced withouwt US air
cover, but in any case they continue
to fight, The contradictory  stories
that came from An Loc. the Nerth,
and the Central Highlands made it
clear that the  Vietnamisation  pro-
grammme  has ot least partly  suc-
ceeded, That does not mein  tht
Washingwn  did  not  consider  the
sitution sCvinug far from it - but
Mr Nixon nnv be hoping that the
Saigon forees will not collapse before
the disruptive «f of tha hamhing

ol

THE US AND VIETNAM

BY MICHEL TATU

in the south — that is to say, several
weeks from now.

2. The weakest spot in Mr Nixon's
strategy is the opposmon from Demo-
cratic candi in the presidential
race and from US pacifists. However,
the slowness with which the public
has reacted to. the new lation of

5, rue des ltaliens 75 PARIS 9e Tel. 7709129

A TOUCH OF ‘CREDIBLE’
IRRATIONALITY

attacks last February (which were
in fact much less destructive than
the recent ones) and the very [riendly
welcome given to Mr Nixon in Peking,
Mr Brezhnev may have to give a
different complexion to the Presi-
dent’s visit. He could even call it off
if the bombing became especially
heavy and spectacular in May. It is
true, thaugh that Mr Kosygin met
Mr while the North was

the war may have persuaded him
that he still has a relatively free hand.
The Communist offensive which
began early this month in South Viet-
nam did not seriously disturb the
US electoral scene. Even now,
Senator Hubert Humphrey's rather
lackadaisical criticism of the bomb-
ing shows that the official White
House line about the North invading
the South is having a telling effect
on a large part of the public. All that
may change in the next few weeks,
however, and Mr Nixon has taken
the risk of seeing the Vietnam war
become an election issue. It may well

.be—u;a%e-thougm—he womld hiveTo

raise the issue anyway if the Com-
munists scored a viclory over the
Saigon Army.

3. Militarily, the Russians are badly
placed to react. It is hard to see what
their navy can do against the awe-

“ some American armada in the Guif

of Tonkin, or against the vast US
air foree dominating the Indochinese
sky. They will no doubt succced in
sending their North Vietnamese allies
even more sophisticated offensive
weapons, such as missiles capable of
threatening the Seventh Fleet, and
planes and better SAM weapons, With
the ocean route now less dependable,
all this material must now be
detoured through China, with all the
complications that entails.

In short, apart from the usual
verbal protests, reaction is going to
be slow and measured, in line with
Soviet style in recent years. It is an
escalation of the same sort which
came in answer to the 1970 Isracli
air sorties deep into the heart of
Egypt.

A hoodoo

All this notwithstanding, the ques-
tion is whether Soviet leaders can
politically stomach an affront and
welcome Mr Nixon in Moscow as
though nothing had happened. A
hoodoo seems to he hanging over
US presidential  projects for  such
visits. Twice hefore they had to be
called off: the first time in May 1960,
when a U-2 spy plane was shot down
over the Soviet Union. the second in
1968 when the invasion of Crecho-
slovakia forced Mr Johnson to coll
off a visit to Moscow which he had
hoped would be the crowning achicve-
ment of his carcer.

The situation is much less clear
today, but everything will depend on
the answers given to the following
two questions in the next few days:

1. Will the bombing be extended
to other big citics of North Vietnom
and on the ¢ murderous  and
systematic ale?  The  damage
caused to the port of Haiphong on
the night of April 1314 appears 1o
have heen tolerable, and o pause
seems 10 have heen docided un in
ths harmhing B aftor A

n

being systematically bombed in 1967,
but he did not invite him to Moscow.

2. Does Mr Brezhnev really want
to meet Mr Nixon personally and as
soon as possible? The Americans
are inclined to think so, but it
shouldn’t be forgotten that the invita-
tion was originally sent out under
special circumstances: vexed by Mr
Nixon’s  announcement that he
intended to go to Peking, the Kremlin
wanted to make its presence felt and
remind Washington there are serious
problems to discuss. In short, Moscow
wanted to make sure it was not going

to be dealt out of the big gane,————p—-

T 1i was only afterwards that the
main lines of subjects on which agree-
ment might be possible began to
emerge — the question of strategic
weapons in the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks, trade, and so on.
Mr Brezhnev may believe that he
has boosted his stock sufficiently
since then with the Bengal operation,
the overtures to Japan, and the
treaty with ITraq, and that an agree-
ment on strategic arms could now be
concluded without a summit meeting.
The decisive test for the superpowers
is now Vietnam, and it may perhaps
be in the interests of each side to
await the consequences of initiatives
taken by the other.

No abandonment

One thing is certain, however: even
if, in the ahsence of a strong reaction
from Mr Brezhnev, the Communist
offensive should fiag. weakened by
interruptions to supply lines irom the
north, the war will go on with or
without “Vietnamisation.”” David, in
fact, doesn't have to play along with
a Goliath in Machiavellian clothing,
and onc can hardly see how North
Vietnamese leaders could, because
of the pressure of a new escalation
which was no surprise, abanden
years of hard work and sucrifice.

At best (for Washington and its
allies), the offensive will be halted
like the Tet attack at the cost of
enormous losses for bhoth sides, But
President Nguyen Van  Thieu will
patiently have to mend the fragile
pacification programme. If the worse
comes to the worst, Mr Nixon will
press on from escalation o escalation
in the sume infernal cycle which
ruined his predecessor’s career.

The only difference is that the icy
mind of his adviser will think up un-
expected and no doubt more danger-
ous ripostes. As o pood disciple of
Von Clansewitz, My l\xa\lm,('r holds
that o touch of irrationality is move
veredible” sometimes and impresses
the  adversar more  than  displ
of force, IF Nasser's confidant Ahmed

Heikal is to be believed, this was
what impressed Khreashehey jn John
Foster: Dulles and  encouraged  him
m nmkc mnvm«snn ) h: 4
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aws nearer to doves

n Page 1 Lo TR most generous U.S. offers s shown in these s slmilar restriction on Soviet and Chinese -
rch wag almost alone fn point. - . rem'xghrks 3‘! l)ridl(iaulm;m;c o(? May 9: l - assistance to the North Vietnamese, * .
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slately After the Presidents Need for funds accepted . .

e
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¢ nation on May 8 that My, - 8 ceasefire, that the following steps must L

sofy i be : {Sﬁr_!%tgglgmx_g_yand other doves go 4

‘resion, What iy called by the other side ‘the ~ (%1 Ihé Tnteation of the Nixon adzmpin
A, Kﬁl’ht.erv.-.'lhctli’:eﬂ&eﬁt'nfﬂ " “Pacifleation must be stopped. Vietnam. amder a change of government that by
: 3 4 Hance on U.S. aid, T
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‘ forca, ‘since all { ¥ . ins . *co Y. the POW,
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. taken: .
ntinulng o v *The Presiden: of Souths Vietnam must
. tion to give needed funds 10 the Salyon !
',::g{ug:'xug‘m;'égr“."°“ of government’ [ g o8 TN Senator does: p:hm
: ’ ) somcone like Gen, Duong Van: Mink®
Ly-affairs ndviser, . veported . <izatlon must be stopped, which means the Minh) to the fore, thou,‘ctm_l bt
cret talks In Paris, he said © ~ €nd of American snd economic afd, All per. L
plins ey . Brounds should be set frec, -+ There is no body of support,
Uitacy settlement only, . ° - Then ‘a government stould be formed ~ Quence, in the Senate for
at by progosal that,did not ~ Peace, independence, neutrality, and demog. . the POWs. O A
,,mi'c,’,’._s could not even be - Tacy, presumably, by definition, including " Despite the argument that the North Viet
depurately was. simply re. - “In that government, in other words, the . very favorable to. them -In the
i{,w y w ‘s, ’ P ’ ¥ Communists’ would be the only organized -, ernment before releasing PO
) 8 would have been disbanded . ' would be releazed once an exacy. date was
§ip the start of cecret talks by defimitfon . .. oo se for withdrawal of all troops, . ..

{ o it It has never been the White House posis: - Administration omclaln'haim‘niany[;umu;
:rka' P - tion that economic and military. aid to. . 88id they have, been.ppithls;aney ‘many
RN R ' Salgon could not, in time, ba slimmed.down. "> times and ‘found At blind.: The latest fou
the.:White Housa hag . ‘But the qualification that Dr. Kissinger .\ n v ‘i
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